Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.039; wR factor = 0.107; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.4.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 7 H 6 O 4 ÁC 5 H 5 N, consists of one 3,4-dihydroxybenzoic acid and one pyridine molecule, both located on general positions. The 3,4-dihydroxybenzoic acid molecules are arranged in layers and are connected by intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonding, forming channels along the a axis in which the pyridine molecules are located. The pyridine and the acid molecules are additionally linked by strong O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonding and by weak -stacking interactions with centroid-centroid distances between the pyridine rings of 3.727 (2) Å .
Related literature
For related structures see: Aitipamula & Nangia (2005) ; Mazurek et al. (2007) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2004 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2004) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: XP in SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
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Comment
The title compound was obtained unexpectedly in an unsuccessful attempt to prepare a 3,4-dihydroxybenzoate zinc complex.
To identify the product a single crystal structure determination was performed. In the crystal structure of the title compound (Fig. 1) , the 3,4-dihydroxybenzoic acid molecules are connected via intermolecular O-H···O hydrogen bonding into layers, that are located in the b-c-plane (Table 1 and Fig. 2 ). These layers are stacked in order that channels are formed, that elongate in the direction of the b axis. The channels are occupied by solvate molecules in a manner similar to that observed previously in related structure (Aitipamula & Nangia, 2005; Mazurek et al., 2007) . The pyridine solvate molecules within the channels are connected to the acid molecules by O-H···N hydrogen bonding and by weak π-π stacking interactions with centroid-to-centroid distances between related pyridine rings of 3.727 (2)Å (Fig. 2 ).
Experimental
The compound was obtained unexpectedly in an unsuccessful attempt to prepare a 3,4-dihydroxybenzoate zinc complex. A mixture of 3,4-dihydroxybenzoic acid (0.31 g, 2 mmol), zinc chloride (0.136 g, 1 mmol) and pyridine (0.16 ml, 2 mmol) was stirred with methanol (15 ml) for 0.5 h at room temperature. Several days later, colorless block crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained by slow evaporation of the mixed solution.
Refinement
All H atoms were placed at calculated positions (O-H H atoms allowed to rotate but not to tip and were treated as riding, with C-H = 0.93 and O-H = 0.82 Å, and with U iso (H) = 1.2 or 1.5 U eq (C, O). Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure showing the atomic-numbering scheme and displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. 
Special details

